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REMARKS OF MR. BUTLER,

JAt Charleston, in May, 1851, motﬁe Cenven-

tion of Southern Rights Associations.

Bf. President and 'Genllemen : This is an occasion that
‘has'ussociated with itin its probable consequences grave re-
sponsibilities, such ss‘imave ir tensely engaged and heavily op-
pressed every mind. ;

The highest exertisn of buman wisdom is to mhe » good
:government. To change established institutions with & view
sight; end de "design, While impulsive-enthusiasm
may be well regerfied. as the motive power, and even ¢ wise
element, in such & conjuncture, it owght not to assume the

tone & proscriptive impatience.

Indeed, thoss who have the control of reason should en-
deavor to make it an associate ‘with the dictates of judgment
and-experience. The feelings which I seo here munifested
do honor to the hemrts of those ‘who ‘entertain and express
them.  They sprin g from the heerts of intelligent freemen,
‘who, knowing their rights, are ‘willing to make sy sacrif
to maintain them. Im tsking counsel from the bighest im-
pulses of their nat ars, they are impalient at sny suggestion
that might intarferte with their free indulgence. The venera-
ble Cuzvee—wh b bas been regarded es an adviser of both
wisdom and cour age—hus presesited to you s communication
well calculated 1 o srrest your eiention. 'It'is.one that will
command, I am sure, tiwougheut the Southérn States a pro-
found respect.  Wetd have scen thet paper mmet with the
impatience of t he grest and almost'encompromising excile-
ment’ which p revails here; and evem with some who have,
no dounbr, take p their -heat ‘from the 'fires that were kindied
by his bold ar d commsnding eloguence. Under such imti-
mations [ mig bt well pause:in giving you my-counsels.

We are, gi milemen, in = crisis that calls upon every one,
and eepeciall y every ‘man who hse accepted a seat in this
Convention, te do his duty, and ts give yoa the cenvictions
of hiedelibe) wte judgment. ‘No men should avoid respeasi-
bility by tak pag refuge in watchful silence and prudent neu-
trality.

Many ba ve thought that my dfficial position would have
allowed me . to Temein away and take advantsge of the current.
1 bave bee a summoned by my fellow-citizens to mingle in the
current an d _help to -guide it, orbe overwhelmed by its vio-
lence. I embarkc with those who have a common destiny
with me. The fate of the le of Sonth Carolina shall be
my fate ; let what may eome, I shall stand or fall with South

+ Carolina, , the fond mother of my birth and my affections. In
the advic & and counsels that I mwy give, I am willing, before
the tribu mel of an impartial history, to-abide by the judgment
of my o men. :

It ha ; been my fate, for the lest five years, totake, as your
represe' ntative, a responsible position in the National Councils
of the ! Jonfederaey. ‘I bave been made to feel the exposure
of a str nggling and isolated minority 1o an arrogant mejority,

"who, f eeling the vulgar strength of - self-sustaining numbers,
have r esorted to all the machinery of a taunting audience and
a sord id prese to put under the'ban the State whose represen-
tative I was. 'T have always hed much to sostain me in try-
ing si toations. My -conviction was that ‘South Carolina oc-
cupie d a pesition from which-she could Ioo‘:ddo:n “:um
laxu ry of scom . truckling partisans: tradiog politi-
cinn: ,:Iulu find iul.?uc:uunhnl to assail har to subsevws their
endf . She has been a st -block to many, who, if they
had dared, wrould have placed their treacherous foot upon her.
I s2.y, here, thatil had rathér encounter all the hazard of de-
bat ¢ with £fy Benators, or sny hazards that might present
the mselves outside of her limits, than differ with a single sin-
cre friend in this assembly.as to any measure calculated to
affect the dignity, honor, amd rights of our cherished Com-
mm'ulpma' o that ourdifference of opinion will, i the

I am, i that our ce of opinion will, ¥r
end, be mdre apparent than real. :I may well question the
policy of & celerity that may.be too much acluated by gallant
zeal and uncaleulating chivalry. If, with the more prudent
resolution of Ulysses, perhaps without its wisdom, [ may be

disposed to restrsin the impeiuous courage of Diomede, I
shall have none of the resentful temper of Achilles, nor the
grumbling censcriousness of Thirsites. No, my countrymen,
my heart ie too much in the cause you are engaged in to suffer
me to do any thing but 'what is prompted by a solemn duty.

It is truetthat the proceedings of this body will not havethe
sanction and suthority of law, but they will carry with them
throughout the State all the inflaence which eloguence, pa-
triotism, and epergy can impart. They will have commitied
advocates 1o maintein and enforce them. ;

The sddrees which has been read contains s recital of im-
posing truthe, arrayed with an eloguent sternness which has
commanded my admiration and respect. It is both a truth-
fal and striking etatement of and impending dangers
to Southern institations.  Other Southern States cannot eon-
demn it withoutcondemning their own resolutions and solemn
pledges. The paper has impressed upon it unmistaksble
marks of sincerity and deliberate ., Its author or
authors are ready to stand by it, and make it good in the
true import of the terms, ‘‘at every hazard, and to the last
extremity,” By wtbers it may be differently regarded.
Bpme who will give it their samction may look upon'it asa
paper of popular agitation only. Some may even regard it
as the nucleus of State party, to be used thus far and no far-
ther. I choose to it as a solemn beginniog, that ma
result in an important end, that will deeply affect the
nies and interests of this country. And, as my friend from
Bt., Jahi:'; has uﬂln another mlo“ ? ,bonl& take no
beginning without looking to its probable end.”

The proceeding contemplated will tequire South Carolina to’
tresd her way through a narrow pass -as yet untrodden and
unexplored. Some are to tread it with confidence
and boldness, and to find its' termination by experiment, ss
Suwarrow was eaid 10 have found his enemy by the point of
the bayonet. Others, on the conirary, insist on the prudence
of reconnoissance before the probable lermination shall be in-

dicated.
The object of the sddress is not only to put the State on
the track of separale secession, but, by the measures contem-
to commit the State now to that determination. In
other words, it exclodes the idea that the Biate will have it in
itlpowuwldopl!;.n"yolhrm Thluﬂlmlz:‘i;u-
uired, ss fa1 as procesdings can i an obligation,
goutllho('}dnmllm together, and that mrthuinnput
the Btate, as soon as it can, on the trial of separate inde-

pendence.

In relation to this measure, and others connected with it,
and which have been presented as alternatives, [ have nothing
to i have no opinion to retract, no eentiment to
supprese. I shall atleast be consistent with myself. - In set-
ting forth our wrongs, and endeavoring to rouse sentiments of
resentment o them, and in preparing the public mind f r
measures of effectunl resistance to the encroachments of the
Federal Government on Southetn institutions, through the
treachery of a violaled constitution, I have endeavored to do
my duly to the best of my ability, and 1 bave no step 1o take
backwards. What step forward, is the question. Whilst
measures were under consideration, in the slaveholding
and non-shaveholding States were at issue, I expressed mysell
froely, but with the of one who was willin'f'::
let bis remarks be carried out to their consequences.
representatives of the planting States spoke out with signal

unanimity in maintaining theresclutions of three different Le- | ond

gislatares. [ am proud to say that the resolutions of South
Carolina, compared with some others, were in terme moderate,
in toe firm, and in purpose deliberats. All these resolu-
tions were regarded as mutual pledges and covenants for the
Bouthern States to make cymmon cause, and to stand by esch

other. The Southern members conferred , #poke
together, and at onie time would have been to sink
or swim in & common peril. They rega ' (Y]

failore and discomfiture.

If measures cannot be devised—
as | believe they cannot—io restore a lost equality—an
equality lost by measures brought for’h 1o pr Northern
prejudice—1 am willing to take wiessures for an honorable
of such States as by their conjunction can as-
sume the sttitude and invest thee?.selves with the attributes of
a nations| sovereignty.
As this is a_grave conclusier), or one that will so be re-
;ldd';:hm:lﬂ;hh meeting, £ must submit the proposition
u
':h::luﬂhﬁuo( m-smuwuniundnl. by ti;v?’
ress and delegated powers, to impose limitations on
Eln-ntnﬂh_l'dtnlﬂunrml. For some years these
imitations were observed in good faith ; and, wfter it was said
that some of them had been violated, it was' the

States, by the interposition of their
ﬁumb,mwf them. m

g

longer

be ready to be satisfied with the crumbs end garbage of office.
There are these who will be willing t0 make an easy transi-
tion to degredlation, by beingoondidates for the secondary and
subordinate sffices. Buppose there was a on in the
constitutionthat no man fromthe Bouth Atlantic States should
be eligible to the Presidency, it would not change the present
state of things. Buch a clause might-as wellbe in the comsti-
wtion for all practical purposes.

To comelude the proposition, the‘T'ederal Government hes
®ecome a'despolism of an imterested ‘majority. You will adk
~vhy have not the other Seuthern Btates been ready te join
Houth Cerolina, or rather to come-into a voluntary comjunc-
tion witty themselves, to devise measures for their protection ?
I eannot better reply tham by quoting the purport of a remark
made by’ Demosthenes, in ‘answer to the reproaches of 'Ba-
chines, wpon the disastere of hisadministration. He snid he
had to contend with the three great enemies of fiee States,
* Thegealousy of neighboring States, the gold of Philipibe-
stowed on corrupt orators, the combined love of pleasure
and the charm of tranquillity.” .

Phe Southern States bave had some elements of distrac-
tion, destined, I bope, 1o be temporary, The disunien of
party-in reference to Federal. politics baa been powerful, : but,
unlees | am mistaken, must-become less.

The Federal Government has a Macedonian party in - the
South—strong for a time, through the influence of office and
patrenage. The greatest' enemy to the South has been'an
indisposition to encounter the bazards of change.

As it would be out of place to dwell longer on topies that
may not be immediately connected with the questions here
to be discussed—topics with' which this assembly is as well
scquainted as [ am—{ wilkgo directly to the measures which-I
have suggested as the object and end of your deliberations.
That is, shall this Convention, at this time, uadertake to
commit the State to the trisl of separate secession, by impos-
ing, as far as this Convention can, an obligation on the State
Convention to take the stop ss soon as practicable
I shall now proceed 'to state my objections respectfully to
shis mode of ure,

I think, in the first place, that this Convention ought not
to take cognizance of ‘so'grave a matter at thie time, before
there is  real occasion:for decision. And in this I do not
differ with a great many-who hear me. This Convention
consists of representatives, unequal in number, of eslf-consti-
tuted associations. The Convention of the people, to be
hereafter convened, ‘having the responsibility of ~decision,
ought to be left perfectly free to form the best judgment inits
power, under the actual juncture of circumstances, that may
exiat at the time of its.meeting. It ought neither to be in-
el i ol Mol g 3 B
i y ible, mean, in any officia
¢ of . Buch termination will meke an
r:;a not g‘l‘lr«l for' by &'.*m" » that mus result in
popular agitation within the Btate. It will make divisions
smong ourselves, and disclose feelings which have ot here-
tofore existed, and owght not to exist. In fact, it will defeat
rather than promote the end contemplated. To show how
it will- operate on our friends in other States, T need only
refer to the conseq of mo ts of a similar-charac-
ter. [ say hers, that from the lime that promineni.men in
South Carolina intimeted a purpose to put the Biate on the
track of separate secession, in disregard of the co-operation
of her neighbors, they deprived our real friends of the. power
of helping us. If they did not altogether alienste our [riends
from their devotion to the Southern cause, they gavetheir oppo-
nents great advantage over them. In fact, a Southern party
at Washington, that was fast orgenizing, was 'dissolved.
They were willing to-move as fast and as well as they could.
What would have been their final resolve and measures, I
know not. But I do know that they felt that they were
separated from their true friends by intimations -for which
their people were not prepared. Our ancesiors msde nowuch
advertisement of their parposes as 1o enable others, opposed
to them, to force and defeat them. In general, they were
by their acts ahead of their resolves, and never made the lat-
ter without previously having means to accomplith them.
We seem to reverse this order. 'We give long notice, in the
form of speeches amd threatening resolutions. The conse-
quence has been that short performances have follawed leng
adveriisements, for the reason that we lost the aid of ourtrue
allies. There are now: friends in other Blates willing to do
all that they can under the circumstances of their situation.
I fear they will be driven to disavow us, when, if left to
themselves, they might have pursued a course to maintsin
the troe but much-abused cause of the Southern States.
The measures intimated in the draught of the address, and
in some of the resolutions, will not allow many .of this body
to vote upon them. All who are members of the Constitu-
tional Convention of the cannot give a vote to con-
trol their future judgment. They ought not to be required so
to do. T have conversed with several of them, snd they have
come to a common conclusion to give no vole upon any mat-
ter upon which they will have to deliberate, when there shall
be n real occasion for their officially responsible judgment. 1
find myself in that class. What may be the situation of
things when the Conveation shall be called on to decide, T
knownot. There may be many instructive ts
and revelations before that time. Madness and infatuation
take their course with a blind confidence, and st the next
session of Congress 1 shall look for some of their usual ex-
spesk of the and conjecturel sction of
the P ! Gmmmtmm to jgf:ulh Carolina,
should she determine to secade, I will notice some views and
submit some comsiderations connected with Seces:ion as a
remedy for our wrongs.
The right of Becession in the abstract and the right of re-
sorting to it to effect a wise and beneficial end, in a political
and moral point of view, are different things. The one may
be conceded a8 a legal proposition ; whilst the other, as it
may affect other communities as well as the State ireelf, in-
volves high considerations and ebligations of duty which no
s!a’esman can or ought to d

South Carolina had the option to go in or remain out of
the Union ; she entered as a sovereign to enable herself and
confederates to protect their rights from foreign Powers, and
to promote Jomestic tranquillity. If these ends should not
be sccomplished, but, in fact, if it should wrn out that the
Government is used exclusively for one portion of the part-
ners to the oppreseion and detriment of othere, the euffering
parties should have the right of resuming their original posi-
tion. T say otherwise would be to make free Siates as they
enlisted into the Confederacy, not merely parties to a
Government, but victime of it sgainst their consent. But
whether secession be conceded as a' legal right, or as a mea-
sure of revolation, is immaterial, if there be a real cccasion to
resort 1o it, and it can be used to effect. some grest political
of its exercise. If it should end in merely
rating the State from ber former confederates, and pl
her in a condition that would require her to invest hersell
with all the attribates and duties of a sovereign pation, both
abroad and at home, then it might bring South Carolina into
a situation of isolation at war with her true interest and poli

2

bringing her neighbors in a political con
ble them jointly to farm a Confederacy
would be adequate for all the purposes of maintaining their
rights at home and relations with foreign Powers, thenit be-
comes & question of the greatest megnitude, fall of conee-

that should be looked to with all the care and intel-

ral Governn Md&mwﬂmh-
lbhilaeuﬁu' ‘inw .

Tire Southera Sistes can no fonger'be the nurse of great
stateemen, The ambition of ‘the eogld's flight will be ne

political | ed in = lnHina-ntInapopnh& {t’
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If she should resort to this measure with a view of mab as a g
nexion, so as to ens- | Pickens, and Hammound are all
for themselver, that | Avgusts. And in the

not only cut off our commerce, but
of our rivals. In sssumiog such an
duty of the State to make

of ber rights abroad. Her pride would
ber flag without some navy te protect it,
ters and Consuls to represent her rights Pprotect
terests abroad. No nation can rely on the forbearance
others when there may be ¢ collision of interests,
tation for violation,

rnm-:wiﬂwﬂn e ever lived, it

paople
emblem of a slavebelding Common
Many would be templed to insult it from wantonness.
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their flag bad been pulled down and torn to pieces by a Bos-
ton whaling party, or by a vessel from Liberis, or in any other
way ! mcnlnldthey lb?m,mthwt Ifl-ll::::l'.'
sume a nal responsibility, it must provide at-
tributes and means of national power. It must have a navy
end all the other applisnces of national dignity. It cannot
vely with safety on the comity of nations,, or on a code found-

1o be thought by
wome with great confidencs, 3
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might come to'pass. But games are generally conducted by
adversary hands ; and sometimes a play is made by one that
may mot be thought by the other'to be m arlem.
Wone of us su that the Federal Government would re-
cognise the independence of Bouth Carolina, or would be dis-
posed to make commercial treaties with her. On the contra-
wy, having ample means, that Government would make war
on our commerce in every way it could. It would bestow
bounties in and give preference lo our neighboring

‘It, so far as it eould, would make treaties with foreign nations
to isolate our condition and cripple our resources. It wonid
divert and obstruct all the channels of our trade, and might
eonfine us to our exports alone asthe basis of our commercial
resources. I understand that the srticles of commerce that
come into our ports, coastwise and by foreign imporiations,
amount ‘in value to something over $20,000,000. Of this
sum more than three-fourths Endu its way into other States—
into Georgis, North Carolins, Alsbams, Tennessee—leaving
something under $5,000,000 to be consumed in this State.

It is contended that under the operations of free trade more
would come in, and in some way or other it would find its
way out. Now, if South Carolina was s separate sovereignty,
with a free port, there ie no doubt she might altract a greater
commerce than now comes to her porls, provided it could
find a market out of her borders. Bat could it find its
way out without violating the revenue laws of other pa-
tions ? It is said *“ a rose by any other name would smell as
sweet.” Wemight introduce as much commerce as we please
and send it to'Savannah river, under what some would call a
brisk free trade, but what, in the estimation of others whose
rights: would be involved, would be regarded ss smuggling if
carried across their borders in violation of their laws. [t
would be an acknowledged right of the Federal Government
to regard ‘South Carolina as a stranger, snd to place her com-
merce going into the ports of the States of the Union under
an embargo, and, so E’ s concerns Georgia and North Caro-
lina, to regard as ports of entry those places only which com-
municate by water with the ocean, such as Savannah and
Wilmington. That Government mighi not establish '})m-
at Augusta-and Charlotte, or the North-Carolina line. Under
this view, commerce could come into Charleston ; but how
could .it get out without the process.of smuggling ? At the
interior points indicated, it could not without smuggling. I
then put the proposition, would capitslists import goods into
Charleston,’ in tion to the Federal Government, under
the supposition that they could make a profit on them through
the operations of thrifty smuggling ? Baot, in a commercial
war, the-State might be di to take all advantages, and
it might be to the interest of Georgiaand North Carolioa to
have ports of entry at Augusta and near Charlotte. 'What
then'? 'COould goods pay ten per ceat. in Charleston, snd
forty at these ‘sluu, in competition with a trade through Ba-
vannsh and Wilmington payiog a duty of thirty or forty per
centl. 7 Oertainly not.
subject any longer, as I do my friends the justice to say that
they have a much higher aim—one whose dignity of purpose
may give their movements a different character. To move
with tke first view alone, would be to make the State submit
to something more than a vain sacrifice. She would not have
the consolation of blind Metellus, who lost his eyes in go'ng
through the flames of the temple to save the paliadium. Her
fate would not only be self-destruction, but it would be a sa- |
crifice to build-up the interests of new rivals.

Those who really look to the end of this beginning take
the step with this view—to inducs other States, by the pros |
perous and successful example of Bouth Carolins, to come
into conjanction with her ; or to place them in such circum-
stances, that, having & common destiny, they would be com-
pelled to be involved in making a common sacrifice. I will
next notice the first part of the proposition. The latter pre-
sents the subject inits great magnitude, notuncoanected with
considerations of Lthe deepest delicacy. To force a sovereign
Biate Lo take a position against its coneent, isto make it a re-
luctantassociate. It would be to offend its pride and force its
judgment. Is there any evidence that a would be
forced to take position with us, under the present juncture of
affairs”? Bhe will perhaps contend that, having decided for
herself, S8outh Carolina must abide the fate of her own deci-
sion. :Before such a move is made on Georgia something
more ought to be made known of the sentiments of her peo-
ple, who would not only sympathize with their friends, but
ultimately, ‘for their own benefit, come to their suppart. No-
thing of the kind has been attempted. 1 may be nsked if I
can give .any assurance that Georgia will ever be prepared to
act in concert with ue, or that she will take any measures to
throw off the s and encroachments of the Federal
Government !  All that I can say is, that she once said she
would, and that in the most solemn form. But, in spite of
herself, she will bave to come to such aconclusion. The
slave and.non-slaveholding States cannot remain long together
with the present issues, and underthe of causes that
must bring about their separation. That is as certain as if it
were wrilten on the wall. This confederacy, that in & short
time might comprehend fif'y States, must undergo new orga-
nizations. I would not have a change effected through the
confasion of anarchy and violence, if it can be done with in-
telligence and the co-operation of the parties concerned. In-
sult, usurpation, and accamulated wrong will not allow our
Southern neighbors to remain indifferent to their and our situ-
ation much longer. They cannot stand and see one corner
of the house in which they and we dwell undermined, with-
out seeing that the edifice is in danger, and that when it falls
the common lenants must perieh with it. Both interest and
honor must require the cotton Btates to take counsel together.
They should look upon themselves not with the jeslousy of
rivals, but ae a common crew, all equally
doty it is to make a long pull, a strang pull, and a pull alto-
gother, to save themselves from sn impending It is
bed taste and worse judgment for States identified in interest
to use language of disrespect and censure towards each other.

]

sponsible positions, and who ought to practice courtesy and
}m%hml;.ﬂnth has not been the course of some
et pablic men, especially. I have been surjrised
at & remark attribuled to Speaker Cobb, who, in Mn‘ef
Bouth Caroline, said that her indicated course would be infa-
mour. Thet gentleman ‘should recollect. that every blow
aimed at South Carolina will strike Georgia ; for South Ca-
rolina is now only endesvoring to do what Geargin maid she
ought to do. It is gromly unbecoming in those who should
discharge the trust of sentinels not only to quit their posts,
but to turn round and fire upon the camp of their comrades.
We all know the dominion of party ; its ties for a time
may be more powerfal than the troe interests of the country.
I"cannot bat believe that in Gieorgia its power will be tempo-
rary.
not bs long bampered by it,

dence, what States were more

Black 8tocks, they did not ever think for & moment that they
were fighting on the soil of SBouth Carolina. And when
Gen. Pickens carried his men to Ke tle Creek, and fought the
Georgia, he did not think of the Savan-
live. The names of Twiggs, Elbert,
mingled in the exploits at
war with Great Britain, in 1812, the
Georgia and South Carolina were united, and
of local

delegations of
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-spirited people of the State feel to hear that
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her not, in her movements for redress,
elf from her natural friends. Whilst she is pre-
B measures (o separate herself from her non-slave-
¢ let her not, do any thing to separate her-
friends and neighbors. And let not her friends
e look on and see ber sacrificed for maintaining
h they themselves stand pledged, and which
¥ to miintain. It is in vain to disguise the fact
nt form of our Government cannot be rved.
Bha are gross, its operations are par There

ical reform, or there must be new organizations.
itlempl Lo prop it up with erumbling compromises
I constructions, are only making the crisis of its
the more disastrous. The SBouth united could

f'the best Governments on earth—a Government
@ guided by statesmen and supported with a gallant
§ would adorn the annals and history of any
men of the South, throwing off the ties of trained
hould look to their own destiny, They need look
il perferments that are worthy of their ambition,
urth places they might attain, when would
L tb:nﬁru, if they were in their position.
quit all participation in P canvasser.
mtests be lefi to those whose temper and training

peliug ber ports. with | (8

will not dwell ou thiv view of the |-

whose | States. [ thiok the subject was not discussed before the peo-

The same remark may be made of public men who hold re- | ple.

it T can say, is conjectural. hat militar
foree will be directly resoried to to coerce South Carolina.
Soch an employment of power would at once dissolve the

+ The Federal Government cannot, by acts of
coercion, compel one member of the Confederacy to remain
in the Union against its consent. If such should be the form
of the contest between the Federal Government and South
Carolina, I have no difficulty in predicting the result. There
would be no division then in the State. One drop of blood
shed by the federal army would not only call every citizen toa
determination to avenge it, but thousands of Carolinians who
have left the Btate would return and stand by the mother of
their birth. If such should be the complexion of the contest,
I would not look be{:ml‘ this assembly for the intrepidity of
a Laones to carry the colors across the bridge of Lodi; or
the chivalry of a Jubert, who would leave his beautiful and
youthful bride with & declaration that he would return to her
with laurels on his’hesd or find a grave on the field of battle.
I believe there are those who, seeing this gallant hero’s fate,
would encounter it. Such, however, I do not believe will be
the form of the contest. :

It will be a war of dollars and cents; a war of custom-
houses and embargoes, or of blocksde. It may be that the
latter will, in the first instance, be resorted 10 ; that is, the
Federal Government may take such measures as to divert and
drive the commerce from Charleston, either by a blockade or
by its influence exerted on foreign nations, lo induce them
to prefer the ports of the Con| to those of Charleston.
And ultimately South Carolina might be left to her separate
condition under a policy calculated to proscribe and reduce
her to terms. The Government would resort to the agency
and influence of a Macedonian policy. Bouth Carolina would
be driven to rely on European support and connexions to
sustain her. To the extent of her exports she might form
direct commercial intercourse, This could not be done,
however, unless her neighbors stood aloof and saw her sacri-
ficed. Would they do so? is the question. This is an age
more of utilitarian sagacity than romantic honor. My opinion
is, that, with all our confidence in Great Brilain, we should
not trust to her protection sooner than to those of our own
family of neighboring States. But, Mr~President and gen-
tlemen, I will notspeculate any longer on what may be. Let
what may come, I am with Soath Carolios in all her hazards.
In my situstion, [ must endure the mortification of being re-
corded ssa tame counsellor, whilst | pledge myeelf to encoun-
ter all the hazards of friends who, in opposition to my coun-
sels, may make a final issue for the State, [ wish no State
divisions, and ultimately ther# may be none. 1 have nocen-
sures for the brave and disinterested in the threstened contest.
Tney have my regard, and shall not find me or those that [
can influence againet them. I have no political aspirations
beyond South Carolina. Called upon as one of her counsel-
lore to give my opinion, I have done so with freedom and

sincerity.

W : be thought proper to take the initiative of

State. , I nsk that | may be the first one recalled from

the Federal councils to take any part that may be assigned to

me. Let us adopt the exhortation of Cmsar at the batile of

Pharealia : ““Pursue the Foreigners, but spare the Romans.”
s ——

LETTER FROM HON. A. BURT.

Gexrrewex : | have received the communication you did
me the honor to address to me in the Abbeville Banner, and
seize the earliest moment to comply with your request that I'
should reply through that paper.

You are not mistaken in supposing that a mighty crisis
impends over the Southern Btates. The position of our own
beloved Btate is eminently critical. South Carolina has never
had greater need of the wisdom, and valor, and affection of
ber sons than at the present moment. Most sincerely do I
hope that every man within her borders feels ms keen'y as
yourselves the deepest solicitude for her honor and her wel-
fare. For one, I am sensible of obligations to her which my
poor setvices can never repay ; and [ intend to do my daty,
and my whole duty, to her in the present juncture.

You inform me that your solicitude for the State induces
you o inquire.gf- me, as your Representative in Congress,
what part is to be assigned to her in the great contest which
awails the Southern States. I had supposed the position of
South Carolina already defined and determined, both by the
Legislature and the Peeple, I'had supposed the argument
exhsusted and the debate forever closed. A Convention wes
ordered by the Legislatare at its last session, and large and
extraordipary revenues raised and appropristed for military
stores and military defence. Delegates 10 the Convention
have been chosen by the people, a large majority of whom are
understood to be in favor of the secession of the Biate, regard-
Jess of the course of other Southern Btates, and indeed re-
gardloss of sll circumstances. I have not the honor of being
a member of that Convention. ' The expediency of secession
is a question which cannot come within the scope of those du-
ties which you have confided to me as a member of Congress.
As a member of Congress, I cannot be called upon to vote on
that question. It is one exclusively belonging to the Conven-
tion. But it is also true that the propriety of secession, with-
out to the course of the other Bouthern States, was not
discussed pending the election for Congress and the Legisla-
Iature, which took place in October last. In the public dis-
cuassion which | beard, and in which I took part, I heard but
very few express opiniors in favor of the secession of South
Caroline slone, without regard to the action of the other

‘e, and that their judgment wasneither expressed nor formed
l:lﬂtl it. o, also, in relation to the calling of a Convention
by the Legislsture. Until after the session began I beard
nothing of it, and I think nothing was heard of it by the peo-
1 should bave been most happy to have had the oppor-
tanity of oflering my opinions of these measures, before the
judgmnent of the State was made up, when they might have
entered into its deliberations for the little they may be worth.
A Congress of the Southern States I thought was then looked
to, and nothing else looked to, until its results should be
known. g

[ cannot, even now, but regard the action of the Legis'a-
ture and of the people of Bouth Carolina e indicating a de-
termination o secede from the Union, whatever otber States
may think proper to do. [should, consequently, have deem-
ed it my duty to be silent until the period for the meeting of
the Coonvention approsched. I could then have been better |
sble to determine what would be expedient to do. The events

The talent and ambitious spirit of yousg Georgia can- » rthe great issue before us. I should giadly have awaited
In the struggle for indepen- | those events before the final judgment of the Siate was made
united than South Carolina | up-
and Georgia > When Claik, Twiggs, Jackson, and others |
fought the battle of Hanging Rock, Musgrove Mills, and

of the summer and sutomn will, as [ thiok, throw much light

Under these circumstances I canaot hope that my opin-
ions can be of any avail in aesigning any ** part” to South
Carolina.  But it is enough that you wish to know my opin-
jons upon & measure of public policy, even though it bea
foregone ¢ I bave no selfish motive to withhold
such opinione, as I have nothing to lose by expressing them.
I have never office ; I have never seen the dey when
I would bave held an office under the Federal Government.
I could not do so, at this time, without a feeling of personal
degradation. I come, then, 1o the confersional without fear
and without reserve.

The inquiries proposed by you suggest two propositions,
The first 1s, whether m—u,ln the only slternative now
lefi to the Southern States >  The second is, whether, in the
event of the other States remaining in the Union,
it will become the duty of South Caralina forthwith to secede
on the ascertainment of that fact? The only full and fitting

eply to inquiries of such grave i ust be found ins
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quent of those who deprecsted, if they did not denounce,
slavery. No; Virginia will never lesd the hosts of the

to save fifieen hundred millions of property, the most p
ble in the world, and the source of countless blessings to man-

amply secured in the Constitution, and that instrument would
never have obtsined the spproval of SBuuth Ceroline and other

Northern States, but have been violated and utterly disregarded.
We complain especially thet slaves fleeing to the non-slave-
holding Biates are not delivered to their owners, on their de-
mand ; that the property of fifieen States is excluded from
countries which belong to sll the States, and that the subject
of slavery itself is made the topic of vehement and mischiev-
ous discussion in the Northern Statesand in Congress. ‘They
are well-founded complaints—acts that sre palpable viols-
tions of the Constitution, and would, in my opinion, any one
of them, justify the secession of the Southern States. They
impair the security and the value of property in alaves, The
experience of eight years of anxious hope and apprehension have
brought me to the conclusion that these complaints will never
be.removed or redreseed by any exercise of the means provid-
ed by the Constituion. How can Bouth Carolina reform

blic opinion in  Massachusetts or Ohio? By what potent

‘rument can she disenchant the public opinion of the North,
or break the spell which holds in sbsolute sway the inteliect

of slavery are mocker They are openly repudiated by

without the loss of character or of self-respect, but sach sub
mission by nalions brings dishonor and degradation. It im-
plies both weakness and pusilanimity, and invites sggression
as well as inciles contempt. The Federal Government can-
not, and would not if it could, constrain these Northein States
to the discharge of their duty, It has neither functions nor
functionaries to reach the evil. The great fanction of Gov-
eroment in modern times is the protection of property. Pro-
perty in slaves, of all other property, can least endure ag-
gression, and most needs the arm of Government. A Govern-
ment that fails either from its weakness or its will to protect
his property from domestic as well as foreign foes, does not
deserve the obedience or the t of a freeman. A Gov-
ernment that not only fails to protect but is actually hostile
to the property of fifteen States is a monstrous despotism,
and to overthraw it is to pull down a buge nuisance. The
ultimate abolition of slavery must be the result, unlees the
slaveholding States have the spirit to take their rights under
their own protection. The establishment of a Confederacy
of slaveholding States—it need not embrace all the slavehold-
ing States—is (as I solemly believe) the only measure that
promiees security or even hope to the South. I hold that the
slaves of Bouth Carolina are of infinitely greater value to her
than this Union, or any Union. And when the enor-
mous evils of which we complain, and which [ have specified,
can be redressed by the secession of South Carolina alone, I
am without hesitation and instantly in favor of it, whatever
other States may do, and whatever consequences may follow.
Let us, then, see if our complaints, or aoy of them, would
be removed or redressed by the secession of South Carolina
alone, the other slaveholding States remnining in the Union.
Would the prospect of recovering fugitive slaves be better ?
They msy now be, and now are recovered, summarily and
certainly, when they are found, in fifteen States. The diffi-
culty of reclaiming them in Georgis, or any other slavehold-
ing Btate, is no greater than it is in the different districts of
our own State. Each of these States afford to us all the faci-
lities that are enjoyed by its own citizens. They are appro-
priate and ample. Our only complaint is that the non-slave-
bolding States not only refuse to aid us, but actually obstruct
us in our endeavors to reclaim our property, when accident
or crime places it within their limits. They only violate the
stipulation of the constitution on this subject. These States
do not now, and will not ever, delivgr up fugitive slaves. It
will not be controverted that secession would place the State
seceding in the relation of a foreign State towards all the other
States of the Union. It would be at once the relinquishment
of all the rights, as well as the duties, that now exist be-
tween them. They would be, to all intents and pu as
independent of esch other ss sre France and Gieat Britain.
In the absence of a treaty on the subject, one foreign State
has no right to require another to deliver up fugitive slaves,
or fugitive felons. The law of nations does not enjoin it,
and it is in no instance done without the requirements of a
treaty. Why is it that of the twenty-five thousand fugitive
slaves now in Canada—a country bordering on the United
States—one has never been recovered by his owner ¥ Why
is Canada a place of refuge for slaves who flee from their
owners in the South ? It is because it is a fureign country,
and the treaties belween Great Britain and the United States
are silent on the subject. Would not, then, secession be the
voluntary abandonment on our part of the right lo reclaim
JSugitive slaves within the limits of all the Southern States
and of all other countrics? Wp could not even cross the
live o1 Georgia, Tennessee, or North Carolina, in parsuit of
them, by virtue of any right which we should acquire by se-
cession.

We know, ss do the enemies of that institution well un-
derstand, that the most absolufely fatal policy that can be
pursued in reference to slavery is to confine it within pre-
scribed limits. Thus localized and hemmed in, it must inevi-
tably lsnguish and die. A given area of country will afford
lucrative employment to a much more numerous white than
colored population, whether it be slave or free population.
Blaves are not fiited for many of the avocations of the white
man. The slave population of South Uarulina increases more
rapidly than the white race, and at this time considerably ex-
ceeds it. What would be our means of diffusing over new
and less populous countries our 1apidly incressing slave popu-
lation, if South Carolina make herself a ign Slate by
sccession? Our slaves may now be carried into any State of
the Union which has not made the introduction of them un-
lawful. They may be sold to the citizens of such States, or
removed with their owners. The vast and fertile lands of
Mis-issippi and Texas offer templing fields for the slave lsbor
of the old Bouthern States. Congress has no power to inter-
pose any prohibition or restraint. But Congress has long
since, under the special provision of the constitution, made
the introduction of slaves from a foreign country into s State
of the Union a highly penal offence. The moment, there-
fore, South Carolins shall secede from the Union—the other
Southern States remsining in it—that moment it would be a
high crime to carry a slave from this Biate to Georgia, or to
any ether State. Such Statewould have no power to autho-
rize it, the power being in Congress. The boundaries of
our own suumldmberu-dbyaahu-o long as it
should be a foreign State, @ bave already been excluded
fn_n:n Chlifornia, snd Utab, and New Mexico, by the.uncon-
stitutional and unjust legis'ation of Congress, and shall we
now permit our own infatustion to exclude os from the rest of
the world ?  Heaven save us from such insanity !

If secession would not place us in & better position for the
recavery of fugitive alaves, or for epreading our slave popula-
tion over other couatries, but would interpose insurmountable
obstacles to both, would it invest vs with more effectual means
of repressing the fanaticism of the Northern States? Iam
i of perceiving any such ¢ffect. No, gentlemen,
no; it will require the resources and energies of more than
one of the slaveholding States to quiet this wicked agitation,
or to resist its fatal influence. The strongest Governments
in christendom, France, and Sweden, and Great Brirain,
have been' made to yield up their beautiful istands in the West
Indies to utter desolation, to appease the fary of this demon.
The Spanish West [ndia islands and Brazil are now the only
civilized countries on earth, beride these Southern Siates, in
which slavery existe, and the fourth of a centory will not
leave a vesiige of itin vither of them. And we must be wise
to escape their doom at no distant day. With these conse-
quences before us, woulli t be wise to resort to secession,
against the views and wishes of all those States that are bound
in & common destiny with us ?

I confess, with profound regret, that [ cin perceive no
reason to think that any of our sister States of the South re-
gard the peril to slavery as immediate snd immineat as we
do. I cannot, however, believe that they are less resolved to
protect and preserve the dumestic institution of the South
than ourselves. But, whilst they under-estimate the danger
10 it from the actiin of Congress, they hugely magnify the
difficulties and the dangers of disunion. Yet they have made
issues and conditions connected with it which we must take
for granted they will exact from the North. Their demands
will not be conceded, and snon, very soon, their *¢final hope
will be flat despair.” As God is the judge of my sincerity, 1
believe this Union and slavery cannot stand together. And,
unless we grea!ly misinterpret the omens, this appalling truth
cannot much longer be disguised. It has not yet been realized
by the North or the South.

You seem, gentlemen, to be smazsd-at'the course pur-
sued by Virginia. Tt has not struck me with either
or dismay. Iknow you are taught,
our statesmen, to look to this
for lead. But [ never
bearer of the South in a

General
dooe to rebuke fanaticiem !

unmolested. It comprebends the quietand undisturbed enjoy-

kind, from becoming s nuisance and a curse. They are

Bouther Sistes without such security, But these stipulations
and compacts have not been carried out in good faith by the

those who yielded them to the demand of the Southoms the
basis of a union with them. Individuals may submit to wrong

South, whose destiny it is 10 resist the crusade sgainst sla-
very. That great duty, in my opinion, will devolve upon
South Carolins or Georgia.

But, lead who may, it is our destiny to act a conepicuous
part in the contest when it shall come, and come it will us
surely as there is a God. Interest. and sclf-preservation will
arouse and unite the Btales that grow colton, and rice, and
sugsr. Let us not mar or hinder this great muvement by
any rashness of oure. Let us not vainly endeavor o separate
our destiny from that of all those States that have a common
interest, snd from whom alone, of all menkind, we have a
right to bope for succor or for sympaiby. Remember we
cannot preserve slavery, if all the other Southein Gtates sur-
render it !  Let us, then, yield ourselves to neither rashness
nor despair, Let us look to the future with ceurage and
with hope. Let us do our own duty in this great crisis, and
animate and excite others to do theirs. If the other Southern
States shall follow the example of Virginia, still let us not
despair or strike our colors. We shall sink below our high
destiny if we have not the coursge, and the constancy, and
the fortitude to meet all the vicissitudes of a conlest which in-
volves our hopes, our happiness, our existence.

During the sutumn of |ast year, both in speeches and con-
vergations, I repeatedly éxpressed the opinion, that if buf one
Slate should secede, the General Government would attempt

of the North !  Our sppesls to their justice have been un- | fo enforce the luws of Congress and coerce her into obedience.
1emonstrances We cannot dis- | | bave since seen nothing to change, but much to confirm,
ﬂ. that the the Constilution'in favor | It is

Ahat opi the ince of €, to make

1l 108 duty of the. Procsint b cou il This sty
he solemnly swears he will perform. The President and
M&wdor%rim have given repeated assurances that

this duty will be discharged. I know of no reason to doubi
that it will be attempt The srmy and navy are placed
at the command of the President for that purpose. The Pre-
sident and Mr. Webster belong to a school of politicians who
do not admit the right of a State to secede from the Union.
This opinion has been often expressed by Mr. W ebster, and
expressed with reference lo South Carolina They hold
that resistance to the laws of Congress by a State is lawless-
resistance, and lo be trested as the act of rebels and traitors.

I have taken much paine to sscertsin whether, if South
Carolina secedes, she will be sustained by the act or the pub-
lic opininn of any other State. The result is a conviction
that our example would not be followed nor our conduct
{:ﬂ;,::‘dby‘g!yme nf::‘m}_‘ They evidently do not regard

4 or the present stateof things as justifying secession.
And I fear they believe that South Gl;{ilinl. I'rfm factions
and selfish motives, is endeavoring lo involve them in a con-
test without cause, and would look upon a struggle between
the General Government and this State without concern and
withoul sympathy.

From the foregoing views it will be seen that my opinions
are, that the Southern States cannot remain in the Union
without degradation, and ultimately the sbelition of slavery :
that slavery is of greater value to the South than the Union :
that secession is the only remaining alternative, but that it
should be resorted to only as the means of establishing a con-
federacy of one or more slaveholding States : that at this
time the secession of South Carolina would neither be follow-
ed nor justified by any other Blate : that fhe secession of
South Carolina at the present time, the other Southern
States remaining in the Union, would the
evils of which we justly complain, and be i

dient and unwise : that in such event force would be at-
tempted by the Federal Government, and the great object of
secession seriovsly hindered and endangered, if not utterly
defented.

I bave now, gentlemen, expressed my opinions upon the
deeply inleresiing points indicated in your communication
with the frankness and candor that becomes me as a repre-
sentalive and a citizen. | commend them to your scrutiny
and your consideration. They are opinions deliberately form-
ed, after the long and anxious reflection of one who has no
ambition but to promote the true glory of SBouth Carolins. -
[ dare not hope that they will be acceptable to all of you—
they may not be so to any of you—but I am willing to submit
them to the lest of time and truth, ss I am content and re-
solved (o stand or fall in the public estimation by them, and
upon them. In poblic or in private life I should not feel that
[ am a patriot if [ did not, at wha'ever personsl sacrifice, t
to save my native State from the disssters of blind and

less counsels. But South Carolina is the home of my affrc-
lions, and her bosom shall be my grave. Her cause shall be
my cause, her fate my fate.

I cannot lny down my pen without this admonition to my
fellow-citizens : Before you secede, make up your mind, un-
alterably, that the step once laken can never be retraced
without unulterable shame and despair. Be, ben, resolved
to meet all its hazards and all its trials. If you are not ready
to lay down life and foriune, you are mot prepared for seces-
s‘on. The North cannot and will not part with you, and the
treasure she wrings from you, without a mighty struggle.
Sbe will use force if she dare, and there be need. Be sure
before you move that you cannot fail ; and be sure, also, that
success will bring the realization of the bright hopes and hap-
sy visions that lead you on to the contest. If you are in-

uced to favor secession by the idea which some of those
who ere clamorous for that measure hold out to you, that
you would be caressed and coaxed, by kindnees and conces-
sione, to return to the Union, I entreat you fo discard the
vain and unworthy ¢. Becession for such a purpose
would be a paltry and a miserable trifling with the gravest
question of the century. I would scorn with as proud a dis-
dain s you could feel any unmanly sppesl to your fears. I
make no such appesl. 1 only conjure you fo bring home to-
your own conaciousness the realities of this great issue before
the sword is drawn. That bright wespon once drawn can
never be sheathed without dishonor. Retreat in such a con-
test would be as disastrous, and infinitely more disgraceful,
than defest. Either would be irretrievable ruin. Then, be
wise, be resolved, be ready before you strike! I have not a
purpose, or a hope, or a wish that is not inseparably con-
nected with the destiny of South Caroline, and, with the
help of God, her destiny shall be my destiny.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your and
humble servant. ARMISTEAD BURT.

To Capt. Tuomas B. Brap and others.
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THE COSDEN MURDERERS DISCOVERED.

ot

We learn from a gentleman who came up yesterday after-
noon from Chestertown, that the full particulars of this most
brutal murder have at length been developed, and that the
fiends who were the principal actors are among the persons
now confined in the Cliestertown jail.

It will be recollected that, shortly after the murder was
committed, it was stated that a certsin female in Delaware
had intimated thet she knew all sbout the matter, but all at-
temp's to find out her whereabouts proved fruitless uniil a few
days since, when it was ascertained that she was residing in
New Jersey. On Friday last she wasbrought to Kent county,
and upon her representation a man named Shaw was arrested
in Newcastle county, Delaware, and brought to Chestertown
on Saturdsy night lest. On Sunday Shaw made a
fession, acknowledging that be was one of the
den’s house on the night of the murder ; that he
to go there for plunder only : that Abe Taylor
den from the outside, snd also shot Mrs. Cosden
came into the yard ; that Shelton entered the
dered Miss Cosden, and aftermards went
Miss Webster ; that, although Murphy
sent during the time, neither of them had any
with the murder. He stated that be (Shaw) was
posed to the murder. It will be seen that the
Shaw en;rr;:boﬂ:;s n;mt of the facts
uow in juil, although that individual varied his statements in
regard to the details ro much that his confession could hardly
be credited. Dmmmond was not one of the party engsged
in the murder, as he has always strenuously asserted, and
Shaw entirely acquits him of all 3 !

[ Baltimore American of yesterday.

"o FOREIGN ITEMS.

The French Legitimists continue to flock to Venice to
homage to the Ducde Bordesux. Lid
The turnip in Russia is eaten as fruit by all classes. In the
houses of the nobles sliced turnip, with brandy, is offered 1o
the guests.

The celebrated Geneva watches come cut in great force at
the World’s Exhibition. There are watches for the deafl and
blind; & wateh which runs with one winding three bundred
and seventy-fuur days ; one smalier than & fourpenny piece,.
to bang in a serpent brooch ; one atill smaller, in the top of &
80ld pencil case, tells the hour, day of week, and montb.
Spain bas sent to the Crystal Palace a most superb eollec-
tion of deadly wespous. Among others are a pair of rapiers:
of Toledo manufacture. One of them, a8 10 handle and shesth,
is fashioned into theshape of u silver serpent. When

it forme o complete circle, but wheo drawn the Posiy
per of the steel causes it to straighten st once. Some pairsof
pistols, in wrought iron, damascened over a gold ground, are
worked into magnificent designe, and are equal 1o the art of
Cellini. Splendid specimens d‘lnh‘: embroidery are
shown, on seeing which, it is said ladies who work in
Berlin wool and crochel may throw away their peedles nod
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hooks in despair.



